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A message from the Superintendent

Dear Friends,

| am expecting to move house soon. | say ‘expecting’, because I’'m not quite sure
where I'll end up just yet, but don’t worry | will get out of the manse in Tytherington so
that Deborah, the new Superintendent, can move in! Many of you will know that when
you move house, there is a list of things you need to do! Those things include sorting,
packing, cleaning, changing address with the

bank, dealing with gas and electric and about a
hundred other things! So, | have made a list!
The best thing about having a list of things to do
is that when something is complete, | can tick it
off the list and have a sense of achievement! For
instance, last week, | managed to sort out the
garage and then ticked that task off my listt ==
When | tick something off the list, there is a &
question that naturally comes to me ... “what’s next?”

| think the truth is that many of us are asking that question at the moment.

As | prepare to move on from the Macclesfield Circuit | wonder “what’s next?”. | know
that from September | will be working full-time in the college, but | wonder, what will
the new students be like? What will the next year hold? The gap-year students |
have worked with all year now have to work out “what’s next?” for them. Some are
staying at Cliff and studying on our Undergraduate degree, some are off to other
universities, some exploring opportunities to serve in the church, but all of the eight
are asking “what’s next?” In the Macclesfield Circuit there is excitement as two new
Presbyters come and share in ministry here. We know they will bring their gifts and

skills to the work of the circuit, but we don’t know
b\j\‘ﬁk' what that will look like, and so naturally people will

ask “what’s next?” In a global sense, we look at
the world and wonder what is going on — we see
violence and war increasing, the gap between the
rich and the poor expanding, we see our society
becoming ever more polarised and we wonder
b |
As we live with all this going on what do we do? How do we begin to find the answers
we are seeking? Well, it's probably true to say that we won’t, and can’t always know
‘what’s next”. The book of Acts starts with the disciples talking to Jesus after his

“what’s next?”




resurrection — just before he ascends to heaven. These disciples have seen incredible
miracles, heard preaching that opened their eyes to a new work, they have seen Jesus
tortured and killed, then discovered that he had risen — he was alive! Now Jesus tells
them to wait for the gift of the Spirit, who will help them find their place in God’s mission
to the world.

It suddenly becomes clear that Jesus won'’t be with them forever and the disciples,
and all those who came come to follow Jesus and are left wondering what is going on,
they’re left thinking what do we do? “What’s next?” They are trying to work out why
their Lord, their friend who had defeated death, who in glory and triumph had risen
from the grave, is leaving them. They ask Jesus "Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?” he replies, "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority.” They are thinking that if Jesus is going, then
God must be bringing this world to its conclusion and
restoring his earthly kingdom! They’re thinking of political
{ strength, a new monarchy, liberation from Rome - of power.
WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT But in his reply Jesus scatters any idea of political power,
HASSOMEREEN YOU of physical strength — or any of that! “Listen to what | have
said, see who | have been” he says, “don’t worry about
times and dates, about your own status or position,
because you can’t always know what’s next!” There are
things you can’t know, and things you won’t know ... but ...
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes. | won’t
leave you; | will be with you, it won’t be quite like it was before, but | am with you in
whatever comes! You can’t always know “what’s next?” but whatever it is, says Jesus,
| am with you — listen to me, trust me, and follow me.

As we ask, “what’s next?” for us, | think the answer is the same — “you can’t know
everything now”, says God “but | am with you wherever you go, and whatever you do.”
Billy Graham wrote this:

When we come to Christ, we’re no longer the most important person in the
world to us; Christ is. Instead of living only for us, we have a higher goal: to
live for Jesus.

When we live for Jesus, we find the truth of life in all its
fullness, we find that the promises of God are true, we realise
that God really is for us, we are held in a love that will not let
us go.

We might be asking “what’s next” in all sorts of ways, but deep
down we know that the future is yet to be, and we can’t know
everything we want to know ... but we will receive power, and grace, and hope, and
love in God. | will continue to hold Macclesfield, and the Methodist people of this place
in my prayers as | move away — and my prayer for you, as | hope yours is for me, is
that we will put our trust in God, live for Jesus, and answer God’s call.

“What's next?” we ask, “come, follow me” says God.

With every blessing, Graham



Methodist Families
Together

We were thrilled to share the Easter story
during our Easter Messy Church event,
which featured a refreshed approach this
year. The feedback was overwhelmingly
positive, with both families and volunteers
expressing their appreciation.

Families engaged in exploring the story of
Easter week through creative activities such
as crafts, games, storytelling, singing, and
sharing meals.

e

' Additionally, we participated in the Experience Easter

L event hosted by Churches Together in Macclesfield town
centre on Easter Saturday. Our station, focused on the
resurrection, was a highlight as we helped children
create chalk crosses. Over 175 children interacted with
us during the course of the event.

The Methodist
Families Together
(MFT) team has
been especially

active in our schools’ outreach.

In just two days, we welcomed 180 students from
Prestbury Church of England Primary School to Prestbury
Methodist Church, where they explored the life of Jesus
through our “Knitted Bible Exhibition.” The exhibition
featured 30 captivating displays illustrating pivotal
moments in Jesus’ life.

One activity that stood out for the children was counting
the 100 sheep! They also had the opportunity to create
crosses reflecting Jesus’ life and contributed to a banner '

project by adding their own image alongside a Holy Spirit flame, symbolising Pentecost.




Following this success, we visited the school for two
days before half-term to lead a storytelling and craft -
session for six classes. We shared the story of 4 2
Pentecost, where the disciples received the Holy Spirit,
enabling them to speak diverse languages and spread
the gospel globally. The children created flame crowns
and candles while reflecting on how the disciples might
have felt in the upper room, the reactions of the people
in Jerusalem, and how the Holy Spirit continues to work
today.

We also shared the Pentecost story during
Macclesfield and Poynton’s Breakfast Churches and
are looking forward to presenting it at our upcoming
Chippy Church.

Additionally, we are excited to host Wincle Church of
England Primary School at Macclesfield Methodist
Church at the beginning of July.

Recently, we have faced challenges with a shortage
of volunteers at several events, including our holiday
; club. At one point, we were unsure if we could safely
proceed W|th the upcoming holiday club. However, after much thought, discussion, and prayer, we
devised a solution that allows us to move forward. This year’s holiday club will run differently, and
we are optimistic it will be a success. The theme, “Kingdom Builders,” draws inspiration from
Minecraft, Lego, and Roblox, promising an engaging and creative experience for the children.

We are incredibly grateful to all our volunteers, whose dedication and support enable us to share
the love of Jesus with so many families. Thank you for making these moments possible. If you
would like to be added to our volunteer mailing list, please let Susan (Macclesfield) or your
churches children’s and families contact.

With blessings,

Angela and the MFT Team



Breakfast Church 9-10am @ Macclesfield Methodist Church & Poynton Methodist
Church

Sunday 6% July

Messy Church 2-Upm

Saturday 28" June @ Broken Cross Methodist Church

Youth Group YR6+ 5-7pm @ Presbury Methodist Church
Sunday 29" June

BLEIEDERS

EXPLORE|BUILDING(GOD/SIKINGDOMIWITH|BLOCKS/AND/GAMES

Kids Summer Holiday Club
Wed 23™ - Fri 25" July

9:30am - 1:30pm @ Macclesfield
Methodist Church. Age 5-11 years

£10* per day & bring your own packed lunch
To book email: maccmethodistchurch@gmail.com by 15th July

f @MaccMethodistKids *concessions are available




Prayer Cycle — this time we think of Prestbury. We thank Heather Cann for contributing this
prayer for us.

Father God we thank you for what we see of your creation. We see the earth and the sky and the
light separated from the darkness. We see the heavens and the vast expense of the universe. We
see the sun by day and the moon by night. We see the beauty of the water in the vast oceans,
rivers and lakes; the trees and plants on the dry ground.

We see man made in your image, possessing intelligence and ruling over all. Help us to stop
exploiting your creation for our own selfish needs and learn to be faithful stewards of your work.

When your love spilled over into creation you thought of us; we are from love, of love, for love.
Direct all that is in us toward your praise and let nothing ever distract us from your love.

Heavenly father, we confess how often we disobey what we know to be your will. We forget you
and leave you out of our lives. Often we are too proud to admit our wrongs and too indifferent to
make amends. In your mercy, Lord, forgive us our sins and make us wholehearted as members of

your church and as your witnesses to other people.

Lord, save us from getting too set in our ways. Make us open minded and help us to overcome our
inbuilt prejudices. May we welcome new ideas and meet, without fear, new experiences.

Lord you have poured so many blessings upon us that as we look back over the years we can only
say again and again. Thanks!

And as we face the unknown days ahead may we do so in a spirit of trust, accepting whatever is to
come with a fearless Yes!

Life changes but you Oh Lord are eternally the same and so is your love and care for us.

Father God, as we wonder about the future and what it might contain, teach us to be neither
anxious nor thoughtless. Not anxious because we are in your hands and you will guide us through
life step by step. Not thoughtless because as we face the unknown we must use the brains you
have given us to exercise our judgement as best we can.

Come what may, your will be done.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen



Members’ voice....

An item | felt was really meaningful that | read recently was Michael Rosen’s poem, ‘Island of
Strangers’. It was written in response to a speech by Keir Starmer in May this year, in which he
referred to an ‘Island of Strangers’, but is relevant today too, with so much about workers from
other countries in the NHS.

Rev Sheila Bishop

Michael, the well known author of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and many other books, was very
ill with Covid and spent six weeks on a ventilator in 2020. Here are the words...

| lay in bed

hardly able to breathe

but there were people to sedate me,
pump air into me

calm me down when | thrashed around
hold my hand and reassure me

play me songs my family sent in
turn me over to help my lungs
shave me, wash me, feed me
check my medication

perform the tracheostomy

people on this ‘island of strangers’
from China, Jamaica, Brazil, Ireland
India, USA, Nigeria and Greece.

| sat on the edge of my bed

and four people came with

a frame and supported me

or took me to a gym

where they taught me how

to walk between parallel bars

or kick a balloon

sat me in a wheel chair

taught me how to use the exercise bike
how to walk with a stick

how to walk without a stick

people on this ‘island of strangers’
from China, Jamaica, Brazil, Ireland
India, USA, Nigeria and Greece.

If ever you’re in need as | was
may you have an island of strangers
like | had.
By Michael Rosen

Also available here Island of Strangers — Culture Matters



https://www.culturematters.org.uk/island-of-strangers/

Rev. Dr. Graham Edwards

Graham joined the Macclesfield Circuit as Circuit Superintendent in September 2016. At that time
Graham and Helen Byrne were our full time Ministers, Sheila and Frank Bishop were Supernumerary
Ministers, Rev lan Coverdale was helping part time in the Circuit and we had six churches that were
open. Since then there have been various ministerial changes and Poynton and Green Close
Churches joined the Circuit in 2019. Green Close and Walker Barn have both since closed.

After joining the Circuit, Graham successfully completed his Doctorate while on Sabbatical. He has
ably guided the Circuit through various changes, has also supported two other Circuits during
changes that were taking place for them and for the last year has been working part time at CIiff
College with a group of students, where he too was once a student. He has also served on different
committees within the District, which is now expected of Ministers while they are serving in their own
Circuits.

While he has been working with us, Graham has shown he has diverse gifts and graces. He has
shown great Leadership skills in all parts of the life of the individual churches, as well as in the
Circuit. He is happy to lead different styles of worship and has supported Circuit Services that have
been developing over the last few years. He has shown support for various activities and groups,
led informal groups and Bible Studies, used his teaching skills, especially in supporting the Local
Preachers as a group and individually and also at the Weekends away that have been held for the
last few years. He is also happy to work alongside Ecumenical Partners in the Macclesfield area.

We have shared in unique times together, he guided us through the pandemic and the various
lockdowns, producing online worship to keep us all connected, then outdoor services and socially
distanced worship as we tentatively took our steps towards normality.

Graham has been there for activities that are taking place with the Children Young People and has
taken part in Holiday Clubs, ‘Messy Church’, Christmas parties, Girls Brigade events, visited various
local schools and supported young people when they have attended ‘3 Generate’ and also the
Sunday evening Youth Group that meets.

During times of trauma and individual need Graham has shown great empathy and understanding
for individuals and families.

| don’t think any of us will forget times of worship that he has led, the jokes, magic tricks, the
illustrations he has used, the various suits and outfits he has worn, and his skills as a preacher. |
have had it said to me by a senior member of the Circuit that Graham is one of the best preachers
in Methodism that he has ever heard, if not the best. | think that says it all!

But of course we mustn’t forget the various hamsters and fish he has had living with him while he
has been here, his collection of Methodist Memorabilia and his love and support of his favourite
football team, Liverpool.



Graham, we will be sorry to see you move to take up your full time post at Cliff College. Those of us
who have worked alongside you, as you have been making this transition, have seen how much you
have enjoyed the work you have been doing with the students and we know that you will be a great
asset as you follow your ‘calling’ to do God’s work at this time in your life. You will be missed but as
you move on, we want to say ‘thank you’ for the time you have spent with us and we send you with
our love and prayers.

Barbara Ogle — Circuit Steward

Graham’s leaving service
Sunday 27" July 2025

10.30am at Macclesfield



Community & Church News

SAVE THE DATE!

Welcome Service for Rev Deborah Lucas and
Rev Stephen Dallin is at Macclesfield on
Thursday 4th September at 7pm.

The Preacher will be the District Chair Rev Dr James Tebbultt.

NWED District

You can watch the recording of the District online service from 8 June using the link below:-
District Online Worship 8th June 2025

4 NE&RTH WEST ENGLAND
L] '\\S METHODIST DISTRICT

District
Online
Worship

Pentecost Sunday

Sunday 8th June at
6.30pm

b Bl @) 0031340

District Online Worship 8th June 2025

The next online worship is:-

Sunday 13th July at 6.30pm and

Sunday 10th August at 6.30pm

The Zoom link (which remains the same) is here:

https://zoom.us/j/979231256457?pwd=L656L. DUauCGtv46fg2PoKXxwlI24E8a.1
Meeting ID: 979 2312 5645
Passcode: 543701



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTZ3bJBzm5Y
https://zoom.us/j/97923125645?pwd=L656LDUauCGtv46fg2PoKXxwI24E8a.1

Gawsworth

Coffee mornings - Thursdays starting at 10.00am and finishing just before midday.

June
26th Motor Neurone Disease

July

3rd  Macclesfield Brass

10th TBA

17th Lunch club — see below
24th Methodist Women in Britain
31st TBA

August

7th  RNIB

14th Christian Mission

21st Lunch club - see below
28th East Cheshire Hospice

Lunch Club
On the third Thursday of the month, (17t July and 21st August), coffee served from 11.00am then
‘Quiet Space’ a time of worship at midday and then lunch of soup and sandwiches at 12.30pm. All

are welcome to come and enjoy company and to stay for a time of games, jigsaws, crafts or just sit
and chat until 3.00pm. Cost minimum £3. We would welcome you of course.

Fellowship Meetings

We have a fellowship and study group on 1st and third TUESDAYS of each month at 1.00pm until
2.30 pm. Everyone is welcome to join us over a hot drink and time spent learning together.

Macclesfield
Summer Holiday club Wednesday 23" to Friday 25" July inclusive.

Farewell Service for Rev. Graham Edwards at 10.30 am on Sunday 27 July, followed by a bring
& share lunch.



Prestbury

actin T S .
22 Action For Children Sunday

Join us for a special service
in support of Action For Children

Sunday July 13t
at Prestbury Methodist Church at 10:30am

Action for Children has been part of the Methodist family for over 150 years,
helping children across the UK have safe and happy childhoods. It was
founded in 1869 by the Reverend Dr Thomas Bowman Stephenson, a
Methodist minister, who saw children living rough under the arches of
Waterloo Station. Instead of walking by, he stopped to listen to their stories.
His work led to the creation of the National Children’s Home (NCH), and
then the charity changed its name to Action for Children in 2008. The
partnership with the Methodist Church continues to be a great source of
inspiration. Do come along to give thanks to God for the great work!
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Childrer

Helping children since 1869

Action for Children Sunday is 13" July this year, but your church can celebrate
whenever you like!

Why not hold a fundraising coffee morning or another fundraising event?

“Aciion for Children  Action for children sunday - Choose Childhood 1

Could you write an article for the next e-Messenger?

We love to feature contributions from members of the congregation who would be willing to tell us
what they are doing, tips to share with others etc. It would be lovely to hear from you!

email: macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com



mailto:macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com

COMMUNITY

HOPE in NE Cheshire

Hope in NEC's Evangelism Group - LEO

Hope in NEC's Evangelism Meeting No.3 is on Monday 21st July at 6:30 pm at The Salvation
Army, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT. 75 mins max.

This is a newly-formed informal group to gather Christians from different churches to help equip
ourselves for outreach and sharing our faith. Further info: steve.oliver3@ntlworld.com

Treacle Market Outreach

The Treacle Market Outreach team will be in Macclesfield Market Place again on Sunday June
29th and July 27th between 11am and 3.30 pm, with Christian crafts for kids, chatting, sharing the
Good News, and offering prayer with passers-by. More volunteers are required (to chat, pray over
the event and do crafts), training is provided - even an hour is appreciated. If interested or just
curious please contact Michelle Mason, masonmichelle111@yahoo.com.

Coming soon...Season of Creation 2025 ®@HOPE e

PEACE
WITH CREATION

SEASON OF CREATION 2025

Garden of Peace
o 523418

The Churches in and around Macclesfield are coming together again to join in with the Season of Creation.
It’s an international ecumenical movement that prompts people to renew their relationship with our Creator
and all creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together. During the Season of Creation,
we will join our sisters and brothers in other churches in prayer and action for our common home.

It starts on 1 September, the Day of Prayer for Creation, and ends 4 October, the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi, the patron saint of ecology. Throughout the month-long celebration, the world’s 2.2 billion Christians
will come together to care for our common home.

There will be a calendar of local thought-provoking and fun activities issued in the next month so
please look out for further info. Contact: Steve Oliver


mailto:steve.oliver3@ntlworld.com
mailto:masonmichelle111@yahoo.com

Just for fun Sudoku
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Parish Pump

We are always pleased to receive articles for mini messenger and these are the
words and views/ comments of the authors themselves. They may or may not
represent the views of the Macclesfield Circuit of the Methodist Church.




This quarter’s services

2025 JUNE JULY AUGUST
1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 31
MHA Sun AfC Sun
READINGS: Acts Acts 2:1-21, Prov 8:1- 1 Kgs 2 Kgs 2:1- | 2Kgs 5:1- | Amos 7:7- | Amos 8:1- Hos 1:2- Hos 11:1- Is 1:1,10- | Is 5:1-7, | Jer 1:4-10, Jer 2:4-13,
16:16-34, Rom 8:14- 4, 22-31, 19:1- 2, 6-14, 14, Gal 17, Col 12, Col 1:15- | 10, Col 11, Col 20, Heb Heb Heb 12:18- Heb 13:1-
Rev 2:12- | 17,Jn 14:8- | Rom 5:1- 15a, Gal Gal 5:1, 6:1-16, Lk | 1:1-14, Lk | 28, Lk 2:6-15, Lk | 3:1-11, Lk 11:1-3, 8- 11:29- | 29, Lk 8, 15-16,
14,16-17, | 17 5,Jdn 3:23-29, 13-25, Lk | 10:1-11, 10:25-37 10:38-42 11:1-13 12:13-21 16, Lk 12:2, Lk | 13:10-17 Lk 14:1, 7-
20-21, Jn 16:12-15 Lk 8:26- 9:51-62 16-20 12:32-40 | 12:49-56 14
17:20-26 39
BROKEN 10.30 Edwards CCT Morrell Fielding Maltby OA S Bishop Beesley CCT Oliver OA CCT F Bishop T CCT
CROSS HC
GAWSWORTH  10.30 Gunning CCT S Bishop | Hope LU OA Baker Edwards Cohen CCT Rashleigh Maltby CCT OA CCT
HC
LANGLEY 10.30 OA CT Edwards Hope LU | S Edwards Gunning Ward T F Bishop HC CCT OA S Bishop CCT S Bishop CCT
T
MACCLESFIELD  9.00 OA Bf OA Bf OA Bf
10.30 | Rashleigh CCT Oliver Hope LU OA Wakelin S Edwards | Edwards HC | Edwards/ Baker OA CCT Gunning F Bishop
16.30 Byrne FS CCT
CCT
POYNTON 9.30 OA Bf OA Bf OA Bf
10.30 | Hawkyard | Edwards HC Maltby Baker Bradley Rashleigh Oliver OA CCT F Bishop OA S Hawkyard CCT
CCT Bishop
14.30 OA Edwards HC HC CCT Tonge
PRESTBURY 10.30 OA CCT F Bishop Edwards | Rashleigh Morrell T Maltby S Bishop HC CCT Hawkyard Baker CCT OA CCT
WOODLANDS MHA
14.30 Rashleigh Rashleigh Rashleigh
ZOOM
18.30 District District District
VIDEO
PRAYER CYCLE: Gawsw'’th MFT Langley Poynton Woodl'ds | Macclesfie | Prestbury Broken Gawsw’th MFT Langley Poynton Woodl'ds Macclesfie
Id Cross Id

AAW All Age Worship; AfC Action for Children Sunday; AwC All we Can; B Baptism; Bf Breakfast; Blue Blue Christmas; C Carols; CA Church Anniversary; CB Christmas Box; CCT Circuit; Cf Cafe; Cn Compassion;
CON Contemporary Worship; CONF Methodist Conference; CS Covenant; CT Christingle; Blue Blue Christmas; E Emmaus; EO Easter Offering; F Family Service; G Gift; GCM General Church Meeting; H Healing; HC
Holy Communion; HF Harvest Festival; HM Home Missions; 10 lona; L Faith Lunch; LP Local Preacher Recognition; LS Ladies’ Sunday; LU Local United; M Memorial; M&M Music & Meditation; MHA Methodist Homes
for the Aged; N Nativity; OA Own Arrangement; OM Overseas Missions; P Parade; Pr Proclaim; Ps Pulpit Swap; Pv Pastoral Visitors Dedication; SOP Songs of Praise; T Please Provide Transport; Th Thanksgiving;
Trad Traditional; TS Toy Service; TR Time to Remember; Tz Taize; WBC Wellbeing Church.

14 June (Sat) 2pm-5pm

22 June (Sun) 10.30am

28 July (Sun) 10.30am

Special Services & Events

MWiB Summer Gathering and Induction of new President at Macclesfield Methodist Church with speaker Rev Su McClellan on ‘Embrace the Middle East'.

HOPE United Service in the Market Place, Macclesfield

Leaving Service for Rev G Edwards at Macclesfield with Bring & Share Lunch

District Zoom services — email prayer@nwedmethodists.org.uk for the zoom code.



mailto:prayer@nwedmethodists.org.uk

CONTACTS & INFORMATION

YOUTUBE.... https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit

Circuit Facebook page
For the latest information on what is happening within the circuit, follow....
https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/

Circuit Website

We also now have the Circuit website and there are lots of past services on this, see
https://www.macclesfieldmethodistcircuit.com/

the page with the links etc on is
https://www.macclesfieldmethodistcircuit.com/about-3

Daily Hope (see below)
This service includes messages, prayers, hymns and church services.

Are you in need of some daily hope?
The Church of England have a new
FREE telephone line for you to ring to
A free phone line of hymns, hear comforting hymns, daily prayers
reflections and prayers .
and reflections.

Other important links
https://ww.methodistchurch.org.uk/MWoL

Contact Details

For Children & Families
Angela Bourne Tel: 07901 777506

Email: methodistfamilies@gmail.com
Minister

Rev Graham Edwards Tel: 01625 426051
Email: graham.edwards@methodist.org.uk



https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit
https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/
https://www.macclesfieldmethodistcircuit.com/
https://www.macclesfieldmethodistcircuit.com/about-3
http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/MWoL
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B447901777506&hl=en_GB&authuser=0
mailto:graham.edwards@methodist.org.uk

