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Please feel free to distribute ‘Mini Messenger’ to others who may find it of interest.  

 

A message from the Superintendent 
 

Dear Friends, 

I am exceptionally good at losing things.  Usually, it’s the remote control for the TV, 

the car keys, my wallet, or my phone, but it can be any number of 

things really!  This has been a problem for much of my life, and over 

the years people have tried to offer helpful suggestions, such as 

“well where did you last have it?” “can you remember what you did 

with it?” or the least useful “did you put it down somewhere?”  

When I was living at home, my mum was equally helpful 

with her vague threats “if I have to come in there and find 

it…”.  All this means I am very used to searching for 

things!   Sometimes finding the things I’ve lost is easy, 

for instance my apple watch has a feature which 

makes my iPhone beep so I can find it!   

Sometimes it’s a huge surprise when I find the 

thing I’ve lost, for instance I had a moment of 

panic in a shop believing I had lost my wallet, 

only to realise it was in my hand!  Searching can 

be both frustrating and it can be rewarding. 

When I was doing some writing a few years ago I came across a book from the early 

1980s, called The Religious Experience.  In this book the authors offer some 

interesting perspectives on differing ‘ways’ of being religious.   Now I know many of 

us don’t like the term “religious”, but what they were actually exploring is what faith 

does in us and for us.  They suggest three models ‘extrinsic’, ‘intrinsic’ and ‘quest’.  

The ‘extrinsic’ model suggests that being involved in organised religion or claiming 

faith can be useful for gaining status and endorsement for a particular way of life.  I 

don’t like this model and I hope that faith is never something we think will simply get 

“us ahead” in life.  The ‘intrinsic’ model regards faith as a value in itself which gives 

meaning and motivation to life.  I recognise something of this in my own experience 

as my own faith helps me make sense of the world in which I live.  However, the third 

model is the most appealing to me, it sees religion as ‘quest’, it involves facing 

difficult questions; knowing that many of these questions will not be answered, but 

the exploration, the questioning, the search is the heart of it all.   We search for a 

deeper understanding of God, a better understanding of ourselves, we search for an 

ever-developing sense of Gods call on our lives and the life of the church, we search 

 



for the voice of God amidst the 

messiness and pain of life.   We are 

never the finished article, there is 

always more for us to discover. So, 

when life and faith is hard, when the 

questions and challenges pile up, don’t 

give up, don’t imagine that God has 

somehow moved out of reach - 

continue the search.  That might mean 

taking the questions, the pain, the 

anger to God, not hiding it away, or 

even turning away from God - continue 

the search. 

For some of us this might sound too hard, but faith is always lived in the mess of life 

and our God is one who comes into that mess to find, and be found.    Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, (quoting a bit of Martin Luther) writes:  

“Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies. At the end all his disciples 

deserted him. On the Cross he was utterly alone, surrounded by evildoers 

and mockers. For this cause he had come, to bring peace to the enemies 

of God. So, the Christian, too, belongs not in the seclusion of a cloistered 

life but in the thick of foes. There is his commission, his work. 'The 

kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies. And he who will not suffer 

this does not want to be of the Kingdom of Christ; he wants to be among 

friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not with the bad people but the 

devout people. O you blasphemers and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had 

done what you are doing who would ever have been spared'.” 

It is hard to be people of faith because life throws all kinds of things at us, and we 

struggle to make sense of it, we often struggle with the path we take.  We, as 

Bonhoeffer says, live our faith in the midst of our enemies, but our enemies come in 

all shapes and sizes – doubt, fear, anger, hurt, hopelessness.  This last year has 

certainly been a strange time, but even in ‘normal’ years, faith can be hard.  Yet God 

is with us, so don’t give up, hold on, and continue the search, the quest for the God 

who calls you by name. 

With every blessing 

Graham 

 

 

We are always pleased to receive articles for mini messenger and these are the 

words and views/ comments of the authors themselves. They may or may not 

represent the views of the Macclesfield Circuit of the Methodist Church. 

 

 



Please keep collecting! 
 

Please don’t forget other ways of giving! Church finances continue to be stretched, 
so if you haven’t already, why not set up a regular Standing Order? 
 

And of course, don’t forget to Gift Aid if you can - it’s worth an extra 25% from HMRC 
for your church. 
 

Your church Treasurer can let you know how you can help – they’d be delighted to 
hear from you!!!. 
 

 
 
Children & Families 
 

For those missing Sunday School, or if you know other children who may be 
interested, this week’s focus is Luke 2 v22-40 - the story of Jesus being 
presented in the temple.  Resources are attached.  
 
 

Date for your diary!........ 
 

 

 
 

 

Angela 

 
 



Prayer – in our Circuit Prayer Cycle we remember Macclesfield this week. This 
prayer has been provided by Ian Wardle. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father God, we thank You and praise You that You are our Lord and 
King, our rock and salvation, that You love us always and that nothing can separate 
us from Your love. 
 
We are living in difficult times and are once again in lockdown. We think about and 
pray for all those who for so many months have felt the pain of separation, for those 
who have lost loved ones, for those struggling with illness, both mental and physical, 
or are facing financial insecurity and for whom the future may look bleak. In these 
damp, dark, cold days of winter we thank You that You are our constant source of 
help, hope and strength. May we make the most of what we have and rejoice and 
give thanks for everything You have given us. 
 
Thank You for the vaccines, and we pray that, as more people receive these, we 
may eventually come through the pandemic and look forward to the time when we 
can meet each other again. 
 
Amen. 
 
 

Members’ voice  -  by Stephan & Christine Rudolfer, Green Close.  
 
 

THE WELL IS DEEP… 

John 4:11 

The Samaritan woman had come to the well to draw some water at the hottest point 

of the day.  Jesus asked her to give him some water to drink. He knew all about her, 

so she sensed that this Jewish man was someone special.  However, she couldn’t 

understand how he could offer her living water, since the well was deep. 

A well can be a threatening place from which there is no escape if thrown into it; or it 

can be a source of salvation, since it provides life-giving water.   

Ever since March 2020, we have been living in a ‘well’ with deadening uncertainty – 

not knowing when this nightmare will end, nor how long we will have to wait before 

‘normality’ returns.  Psalm 130 leads us to pray “Out of the depths I cry to you, O 

Lord; O Lord, hear my voice.” 

The Samaritan woman was herself in a ‘well’ – despised by her society. She could 

only draw water from the well at the hottest time of the day.  After she had spoken to 

Jesus, the Samaritan woman rushed to tell her fellow villagers about him.  “Could 

this man be the Messiah?”  They listened to her because of her testimony.  She was, 

in fact, the first evangelist.  

That woman was totally renewed by the grace that Jesus had shown her.  She was 

a different woman now.  The people knew that she had spoken the truth.  She had 

indeed drunk from the living water offered by Jesus. 



Let us return to Jesus who was sitting by the well.  In spite of the woman’s bad 

reputation, he spoke to her with love.  He was there.  

The following poem1 was given to us at a time of great distress. It reminded us just 

how gracious our Lord, our Immanuel, is. 

HE WAS THERE (Exodus 33.14) 
 

Jesus heard when you prayed last night, 
He talked with God about you; 

Jesus was there when you fought that fight, 
He is going to bring you through. 

 

Jesus knew when you shed those tears, 
But you did not weep alone; 

For the burden you thought too heavy to bear, 
He made His very own. 

 

Jesus Himself was touched by that trial, 
Which you could not understand; 
Jesus stood by as you almost fell, 
And lovingly grasped your hand. 

 

Jesus cared when you bore that pain; 
Indeed, He bore it too; 

He felt each pang, each ache in your heart, 
Because of His love for you. 

 

Jesus was grieved when you doubted His love, 
But He gave you grace to go on; 

Jesus rejoiced as you trusted Him, 
The only trustworthy One. 

 

His Presence shall ever be with you, 
No need to be anxious or fret; 

Wonderful Lord! He was there all the time, 
He has never forsaken you yet. 

 
 

 
1 The author of this poem was Mrs. Nell Hawkins of Liverpool, who was converted at the age of 18 in 
the 1934 Lister Drive Crusade.  It is also publicly available at the following website: 
http://Given2Hospitality.com/He-was-there-Exodus-3314. 

 
 
Could you write the next article? 
We are looking to feature a contribution each week from a member of the 
congregation who would be willing to tell us what they are doing during these strange 
times – what are you watching/reading/making? Any tips to share with others? It 
would be lovely to hear from you!   

email: macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com 
 

. 

http://given2hospitality.com/He-was-there-Exodus-3314
mailto:macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com


Signs of Spring     
 
Perhaps as we return to our lockdown routines of daily walks, 
you may spot a little bit of creation – please take a picture and 
let us share some signs of Spring!  

 
Please send us your pictures for 
sharing through Mini Messenger 
and let us celebrate the joy and 
beauty that is to come. 
 
We’ve had quite a bit of snow again 
this week, but here are some bulbs 
still managing to peek through! 
 

 
email:macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

YouTube 
 

Our subscribers will now automatically get an alert when services have been put 
onto the YouTube channel. 
If you haven’t already subscribed, please do so at….. 
https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit 
 
Just click on the red ‘Subscribe’ button on the top left of the screen and click ‘sign in’. 
Or from the TV, on the YouTube page, under ‘Subscriptions’ click ‘sign in’. 
Subscribing doesn’t cost anything as this is a free channel.  
There’s a Subscribe button under any YouTube video or on a channel's page.  
Tell your relatives, friends, neighbours and ask them to subscribe too!! 
 
Subscribing will mean you don’t miss any services!! 
 

 

Helen’s Blog 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back soon! 
  
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit


Community….   

Changemakers Conference: Real People, Real Change 
Join Christian Aid's virtual supporter conference: 
 22- 26 February 2021 
 
If you support Christian Aid or volunteer to encourage others to give, act and pray 
during Christian Aid Week, then sign up for our virtual conference. This is an exciting 
opportunity to be inspired by stories for Christian Aid Week 2021, which focuses on 
the impact of the climate crisis in Kenya. You'll also be able to hear and share ideas 
around fundraising, campaigning and prayer. 
Whether you join us for one session or for all of the conference, we hope you’ll feel 
equipped to be a changemaker in 2021 and join us in a movement for change this 
years Christian Aid Week. 
We’ve designed the conference to help you get the most out of it. We have broken 
this down into 3 workstreams. You don’t need to follow a specific workstream and 
you can mix them up but if there is a specific area of our work you’re interested in, 
we’ve designed this to help you. 

• Overview - new to Christian Aid or wanting to find out more about our core 
work? Why not try out some of the overview workshops. 

• Fundraising - looking for ways to support us and inspire your church or 
community? Follow the fundraising workstream. 

• Acting and Praying - are you inspired to campaign, use our resources or 
look to see how theology and prayer might help you or your church? Follow 
the acting and praying workstream. 

 
Sign up via the website…  

www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/changemakers-conference  
 
 
 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/events/changemakers-conference


Just for fun!  
 

 

 

Across 
1  ‘The people were — at his teaching’ (Mark 1:22) (6)  
4  ‘He saved —; let him save himself’ (Luke 23:35) (6)  
8  He addressed the crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14) (5)  
9  Father of James and John (Matthew 4:21) (7)  
10 One who charges another with an offence (Job 31:35) (7)  
11 ‘ — thy ministers with righteousness’ (Book of Common Prayer) (5)  
12 and 15 Down ‘All — is God-breathed and is — for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16) (9,6) 
17 ‘No — of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet 
sprung up’ (Genesis 2:5) (5) 
19 Made to feel embarrassed (Isaiah 24:23) (7)  



21 This man built his house on sand (Matthew 7:26) (7)  
22 David’s hypocritical message to Joab on the death in battle of Uriah: ‘Don’t let this 
— you’ (2 Samuel 11:25) (5)  
23 Detest (Job 10:1) (6)  
24 ‘God made two great lights, the greater light to govern the day and the — light to 
govern the night’ (Genesis 1:16) (6) 
 
Down 
1  To make a serious request (1 Corinthians 1:10) (6)  
2  Launches an assault against (Genesis 32:8) (7)  
3  ‘The wicked man — deceptive wages’ (Proverbs 11:18) (5)  
5  Tuba ale (anag.) (7)  
6  ‘The day thou gavest, Lord, is — ’ (5)  
7  Old Testament measure of weight, equivalent to about 12 grammes (Exodus 
30:13) (6)  
9  Where Elijah restored life to the son of a widow with whom he lodged (1 Kings 
17:10) (9)  
13 Paul said of whatever was to his profit, ‘I consider them — , that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him’ (Philippians 3:8) (7)  
14 City visited by Paul, described by the city clerk as ‘the guardian of the temple of 
the great Artemis’ (Acts 19:35) (7)  
15 See 12 Across  
16 Rioted (anag.) (6)  
18 She had a surprise when she answered the door and found 8 Across outside 
(Acts 12:13) (5)  
20 Maltreat (1 Chronicles 10:4) (5) 
 
 

Parish Pump 
 
 
 

 



SERVICE LINKS & CONTACTS 
 

Sunday 31 January 
 

AM – Morning worship led by Helen 
WATCH ONLINE …..  :  http://tiny.cc/epiphany4        
The Reading is Mark 1 v.14-20 
LISTEN…..DIAL IN -  01625 786346  (Available from 10am Sun) 
FACEBOOK…. : https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/ 
YOUTUBE…. https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit  
 
PM – Live Evening Prayer Service at 6.30pm  
JOIN ONLINE…. Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677436411  
Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411 
Dial by your location    
+44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411 
LISTEN…..DIAL IN - 0203 051 2874   or  0203 481 5237 & and when asked, input 
the Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411 
 
Services coming up..… 
7 February - Ros 
14 February -  Graham 
 
 

 

A FREE phone service to hear prayers and news from the Methodist Church 

has been launched. 

FREE phone lines for prayers and news from the Methodist Church 

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 

Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 

Content is updated weekly on Thursday afternoon 
 

 

 

 

 

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 

Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 

Content is updated weekly on Thursday evening. 

  

 

 

Are you in need of some daily hope 
during this lockdown? The Church of 
England have a new FREE telephone 
line for you to ring to hear comforting 
hymns, daily prayers and reflections.  

 

http://tiny.cc/epiphany4
https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/
https://www.youtube.com/c/macclesfieldmethodistcircuit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677436411
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-6ULJM-VB2WZ3-41L7QZ-1/c.aspx


Circuit Facebook page 
 

For the latest information on what is happening within the circuit, follow…. 
 https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/ 

 
Other important links 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/ 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
https://ww.methodistchurch.org.uk/MWoL  
 
 

Contact Details 
 

For Children & Families  
Angela Bourne     Tel: 07901 777506 
      Email: methodistfamilies@gmail.com 
Ministers 
Rev Graham Edwards   Tel: 01625 426051 
      Email: graham.edwards@methodist.org.uk 
 
Rev Helen Byrne    Tel: 01625 572259 
      Email: helenmethodist@gmail.com 
 
Rev Ros Watson    Tel: 01625 872060 
      Email: ros.watson@methodist.org.uk 
 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1, Amazed. 4, Others. 8, Peter. 9, Zebedee. 10, Accuser. 11, Endue. 12, 
Scripture. 17, Shrub. 19, Abashed. 21, Foolish. 22, Upset. 23, Loathe. 24, Lesser. DOWN: 1, 
Appeal. 2, Attacks. 3, Earns. 5, Tableau. 6, Ended. 7, Shekel. 9, Zarephath. 13, Rubbish. 14, 
Ephesus. 15, Useful. 16, Editor. 18, Rhoda. 20, Abuse. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/MWoL
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B447901777506&hl=en_GB&authuser=0
mailto:graham.edwards@methodist.org.uk
mailto:helenmethodist@gmail.com
mailto:ros.watson@methodist.org.uk

