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Due to the current circumstances we can’t meet in person, but we can 

still keep in touch so we plan to issue a weekly ‘Mini’ version of the Messenger for the 
time being!

Please feel free to distribute ‘Mini Messenger’ to others who may find it of interest. We 
are pleased to receive articles for mini messenger and these are the words and views/ 
comments of the authors themselves. They may or may not represent the views of the 
Macclesfield Circuit of the Methodist Church.

A message from the Superintendent
Dear Friends,
Yesterday was a challenge for me… I told you 
about my hair cut some time ago, but while I was 
concerned that my hair was growing and needed 
cutting, I intentionally left my beard alone!  Then 
came last Sunday.  In a zoom chat with my family 
I  received  questions  like  “what  is  that?”  and 
comments like “look at  the state of  you”.   And 
then in the evening of that same day I received 
an  email  which  asked  if  I  was  now  modelling 
myself on the Amish people as seen in the film 
Witness!  Then I looked in the mirror and thought 
“maybe a trim wouldn’t go amiss” - Yesterday I 
did it.  I had never really had the opportunity to let 
it grow and see what happens, there have been 
church services and meetings every week and I have usually tried to look at least 
vaguely respectable.  The lockdown gave me an opportunity and I took it, but it didn’t 
grow as I expected, there were bits that stuck out where they shouldn’t have.  There 
were bits I thought would stick out that curled in!  There were bits that were far too 
grey for my taste (I was seriously considering a bit of Grecian 2000) and there were 
bits that grew in the wrong direction!   

When new growth or new life comes it doesn’t always come as we expect, in our 
own lives new life and new opportunities can surprise us and amaze us.  In the 
church new life can emerge from places we never dreamt it could!  I wonder if the 
very strange times we are living through will allow us to see life and growth emerging 
in very different ways in our church and our circuit – of course some things may end 
as part of new life breaking through.  This is of course what God is always about, in 
John’s Gospel Jesus describes his purpose “the thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” John 10:10.  
God offers us life, abundant life, it isn’t always the way we expect, want, or have 
prepared for.  It sometimes challenges us, sometimes shocks us, and sometimes 
delights us, but we are offered life – so be open to that.

This week there is more for me to think about in all this.  I am sure you will have 
watched the events in the United States with the same kind of horror, sadness, and 



disgust as I have.  The rioting and looting seen in some places is abhorrent, but I 
want to stand alongside those who peacefully protest, against the death of George 
Floyd, against racism in any form, and for all people to have an equal chance to live.  
Jesus said he came that we might have life to the full – all of us, and the call on 
those of us who have faith (and indeed all  humanity) is hold on to that vision of 
equality and life for all God’s children.  So how do we begin?  There is a very short 
book on my shelf called Believing in the Future by David Bosch, a South African 
theologian, I have talked about it before with some of you.  In that book Bosch wrote: 
“what we do not need, then, is to introduce more religion.  The issue is not to talk 
more  about  God  in  a  culture  that  has  become  irreligious,  but  how  to  express, 
ethically,  the  coming  of  God’s  reign,  how  to  help  people  respond  to  the  real 
questions of their context.”  We are called to create space in which God can move, 
space in which the life of God can grow in us, as we live as Disciples of Christ in the 
world.   As that life grows, we live more and more as people of  justice,  equality, 
peace, hope and love.  As that life grows, we proclaim in word and deed the vision of 
God’s world which warms our hearts, and call people to see it for themselves - and 
more than that, to meet the God whose vision it is!   

So, create space, let things grow, encounter the one who offers life in all its fullness 
to the world, and let us see the light of God’s world shine in the darkness!
With every blessing,
Graham

Keep collecting!
One thing we can’t do as part of the online services is the offertory.  Our churches 
still have expenditure though and if you give by standing order, these continue to 
help with expenses at this time, but if you use the weekly gift aid envelopes or would 
normally give what you can on a Sunday morning please consider how you can keep 
doing this whilst we are not meeting at church. Contact your church treasurer – there 
are options available and they can discuss these including setting up standing orders 
with you. And if you like to physically put something aside each Sunday morning, 
why not find a special pot at home to use to pop your collection in each week after 
you’ve watched the service?

Children & Families

For those missing Sunday School, or if you know other children who may be 
interested, this week we focus on ‘Worship & Witness’ - Jesus has summoned his 
disciples to a mountain in Galilee.  He tells them that all authority is his and that they 
should make disciples all over the world, baptising them and teaching them to obey 
his commandments.  He promises to be with them always.

Activity sheets attached.  

Don’t forget…. .
Messy Church Live -  Saturday 20th June 2-3pm.   Please make a diary note!!

Angela



Prayer– in our Circuit Prayer Cycle we remember Poynton this week. This 
prayer has been provided by Judy Gibbons.

Let us pray together 
Breathe in, breathe out, relax and let the Spirit be with you in a time of stillness and 
prayer

Father God we know that every moment is precious, but we don’t always appreciate 
it. We know that you are with us even when we don’t take the moments to be with 
you, when we push you aside until, whatever it is that must be done, is finished, 
promising that, then, we shall find the moment for you. Sometimes it is easier to be 
busy than to take time to just be, with you, thank you for being there for us at those 
times; thank you for your constancy.

We may be told that the present pandemic is a leveller, but we know that it is not. 
We pray for those who are struggling throughout the World to find help, food, water 
and medicine. We pray for those who do not know what the future job situation will 
be. We pray for strained relationships. We pray for those rightly wary, but possibly 
fearful, of taking the first steps into their communities, uncertain about timing. We 
pray for those who give advice and make decisions which affect us all. We give 
thanks that there are many prepared to work long hours to look for cures and to 
provide care.

Our news is filled with the response in the USA and across the World to the violent 
death of a man. We see news broadcasters arrested and fired on with rubber bullets. 
We pray for all those affected by racism and assault. We pray for calming voices, a 
reasoned response and freedom for all to speak out against injustice.

Schools and nurseries for younger children are reopening. Concerns are expressed 
by teachers, parents and politicians. We pray for all who are closely involved, give 
them strength and be alongside them.

Churches across our nation want to be able to open doors for prayer and worship. 
As that time gets closer we pray for those who will consider how this may be 
achieved safely. We pray for those who will have to implement the rules and take the 
practical steps. In all that we do let it be rooted in our faith and prayer.

We pray for all the church communities in our Circuit. The Church in Poynton is 
presently so visible to the queue for the supermarket. We give thanks for the 
opportunities you give us to show our faces to the people around us and pray that 
we may use those chances to pass on the Good News we have share.

The Prayer life and the Face of Poynton Methodist Church – by Judy 
Gibbons

It is probable that many of you reading this will not have been to our church in 
Poynton. We are in the corner of the Civic Car Park. Whilst you may think that this 
would make us visible, most people leave their cars whilst going to work or, more 
often, for the dash to and from Waitrose which is next door to us.

Since March there have been fewer cars but more people have been walking and 
most have had to queue for shopping. Waitrose, helpfully, routed the queue towards, 
and often past, our building. The Stewards have met regularly, via Zoom, and we 



had a concern that our building looked closed 
and dreary. Initially we created posters 
advertising services and online prayer, and 
changed the Easter poster for a brighter one; 
but it still looked bleak. One of our number 
suggested that we should display colourful texts, 
then another sourced free card. Two of the 
Stewards created bright original posters. 

We contacted our Toddler Group and Preschool 
parents and asked for art from the children. It is 
still coming in and the windows are becoming a 
fine gallery.

Then, one of the sons of another sent a 
photograph of Pentecost prayer ribbons and 
prayer cards attached to the fence outside The 
United Reformed 

Church in Wanstead, North London. He had seen it 
on an evening walk, added his own prayer ribbons, 
sanitised his hands, and sent the idea on. Few ideas 
are original and we must, in due course, let that 
church know where the idea spread. So with the 
addition of bunting from our Preschool Leader, we 

have our own prayer wall. 
Please feel free to visit 
Poynton and add to it, or, 
create your own.

I mentioned the online 
prayer and our PMC 
prayer life in the heading. 
Each day at noon when 
our Church is open, 
someone goes into 
church and, sitting in our prayer corner, prays for the 
concerns of the World, the Church and individuals. In our 
weekly notices, presently sent by email or posted, we are 

encouraged to take a moment and pray each day at noon.

On Tuesdays there is a morning weekly prayer group. Most weeks the gathering is at 
Church at 9.30 for a time discussing concerns and then, together, bringing those 
issues to God in prayer. Once a month the meeting starts at 9 in the local 
Wetherspoons with breakfast, for those who wish, and then prayer just as it would be 
in in Church. Some of the group will speak to people at tables having their breakfast 
and ask if there are any individuals with prayer concerns. There have been some 
special moments. If pubs can open before churches perhaps that should be where 
we go first? During the time our churches have been closed Mandy has sent a focus 
for prayer to the usual members of the group and so it continues, though not as we 
have known it. The Wetherspoons meeting began one Lent when we were 
challenged to experience church in a different way. One Sunday many of us met in 
public places and coffee shops in small groups. Our young people and others still 
aim to meet for Sunday morning discussion in a local coffee shop each month, after 
a short time together at the 10.30 service.



Since March the Hughes family have hosted an evening prayer group at 10.15pm 
three times a week. Anyone is free to join this Zoom meeting and share in time 
together voicing our concerns, giving thanks, and praying together before we sleep. 
Given the time this can be late for some people but for others, working at home or in 
their usual places, a time of prayer with friends at the end of the working day or 
before the start of the normal working week, is precious. It’s fine for night owls too.

Wherever you pray and however you share may it be precious.

Members’ voice  -  by Anne Eden, Macclesfield

Throughout lock down the cubs have been having virtual meetings and doing badge 
work at home. They have recently completed the chef badge: 

1. Learn the basic rules of safety and hygiene in the kitchen.
Explain why they’re important.

2. Talk to your leader about the different ways of preparing and cooking 
food.

3. Learn what the major food groups are.
How do they fit into a healthy diet?

4. Plan, cook, serve and clear away a two-course meal for at least two 
people.
You should prepare and cook vegetables as part of the menu. Remember, 
an adult must supervise you for this step. Talk to the people you’re cooking 
for about the menu.

Here are a few photos of what they made. 
Ann (Akela)

Could you write the next article?
We are looking to feature a contribution each week from a member of 
the congregation who would be willing to tell us what they are doing 
during these strange times – what are you watching/reading/making? 
Any tips to share with others? It would be lovely to hear from you – 
please email macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com

mailto:macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com
mailto:macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com


Last week’s Mini Messenger included a piece about trusting God in these strange 
days, and used an excerpt which was imputed to be CS Lewis in his Screwtape 
Letters.  This quote was very popular on social media at the start of lockdown, but it 
is in fact not written by CS Lewis and does not appear in his work.  It seems that the 
quote in question was written by Heidi May on the 12th March 2020, (more 
information is available here  
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/cs-lewis-quote-1942/ ).  She makes no attempt 
to attribute the words to Lewis but offers it to show what Jesus offers the world.   So, 
while we apologise that the text was wrongly attributed last week, we recognise the 
value which those words contain, helping us to consider the work of God in these 
peculiar days.

Year of Testimony: Sharing Our Story 

It has been good to share the story of God in our lives with each other during our 
services this year. We all benefit from hearing each other's testimonies and so we 
would like to continue this during our online services. So, if you would like to share 
your experiences of God during this time please make a recording and send it to 
Graham. Or, if you would prefer, contact Graham and he will record you via Zoom.

Pentecost Photos
Don’t forget to send us your Pentecost Photos!

email: macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com

Some received so far…

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/cs-lewis-quote-1942/
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Community….
Big Church Sing
This Sunday another Big Church Sing, live on the Methodist Church YouTube 
channel at 16:00. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTeKtVcU_BVasnfmWVZk1JA

Watch the one from 10 May 2020 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YYpetz4UK0 

We are offering, (slightly 
nervously as we are learning 
new ways) an online version of 
our usual Quiet Days at The 
Chapel. We will be using 
interactive Zoom, pre-recorded 
YouTube clips and emailed 
resources.  

 

The plan is to gather on Zoom at 
10:00am for coffee, chat and 
morning prayers. Again another 
Zoom at 1:00pm for breakout 
groups and Zoom closing 
prayers at 3:00pm.  

 

In between times, you will have the opportunity to use the resources we will email, 
and reflect on other resources in our YouTube playlist, including a virtual Psalm Walk 
that we have filmed around the fields near the Chapel. We plan to repeat the same 
Quiet Day content on Saturday June 27th, Wednesday July 22nd and Tuesday 
August 11th. Spaces will be limited, please book via tcitf15@gmail.com
This is a free event, but a donation towards the cost would be very welcome.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTeKtVcU_BVasnfmWVZk1JA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTeKtVcU_BVasnfmWVZk1JA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YYpetz4UK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YYpetz4UK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YYpetz4UK0
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Love unites us all.
You’ve quizzed. You’ve run. You’ve prayed. Thank you for 
getting involved in Christian Aid Week online!  

 
Your innovative, exciting virtual fundraisers have risen to the 

challenge of celebrating Christian Aid Week differently. We’ve loved hearing about 
the Big Wolverhampton Quiz, the Christian Aid Scotland advisory committee taking 
on the 300,00 steps challenge, All Hallows by the Tower church doing a non-stop 

reading of the New 
Testament and 
many more. Thank 
you for all the 
different ways 
you’ve got involved 
to stand with our 
neighbours living in 
poverty.  

 
This Christian Aid 
Week you have 
helped save lives. 

From families living in over-crowded refugee camps, to people with no clean water to 
wash their hands, your support has made a real difference. 
Your love and support mean that Christian Aid can continue to deliver life-saving 
work around the world. Love never fails. Even in the darkest moments, love gives 
hope.

Many of you will be aware of the dramatic rise in 
domestic violence, predominantly against women, 
during the lockdown period.  The services which 
support women and children fleeing from such 
aggressive situations were struggling before the 
pandemic. They are now forced to turn away many 

of the women they would like to help. 
 
There is a Domestic Abuse bill before Parliament currently, recognising the need for 
urgent action to support those who are abused. However, it is felt that the bill has not 
gone far enough to enable support to reach everyone in need. The Joint Public 
Issues Team (JPIT) has launched an urgent appeal for as many people as possible 
to write to their MP to highlight the key issues. In particular, if you are able to write to 
a member of the Public Bill Committee whose task it is to scrutinise and amend the 
bill, you are asked to do so. The Committee is due to meet between 4th and 17th 
June. 
 
You can read more about this issue in a blog on the JPIT website 
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk and on the Women’s Aid website 
www.womensaid.org.uk The information is also available to download from the 
MWiB website:  
https://mwib.org.uk/index.php/2020/06/04/urgent-call-for-action-on-new-domestic-ab
use-bill/    You will find a template letter and details of who to send it to.
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A message from United Utilities - Keeping the 
taps flowing and the loos flushing. 

It’s a challenging time for everyone right now and we 
are all focused on looking after ourselves, our loved 
ones and our communities.

Life for everyone has changed so much and, as we enter the 10th week in lock 
down, the way we are using water has changed a lot too. Many families are now at 
home all week and water plays a critical role in combating Coronavirus through more 
hand washing and cleaning. Along with the hot dry weather and the use of water in 
gardens, we are using far more water than normal.
Here in the North West we have been working around the clock to make sure that 
taps keep flowing and toilets keep flushing. Since lock down our fantastic key 
workers have delivered an extra 4.6 billion litres of water to support all our 
communities through this unprecedented time. 
The challenge we're facing is that in some places water is being used in homes and 
gardens faster than we can physically get the water down our pipes to your homes 
and businesses.We aren’t alone in this in the North West – the same high demand is 
being experienced across the country.  
We are asking for your help in reducing demand for water by doing some simple 
things such as:

 Top up the paddling pool instead of refilling it every day. When you're 
finished, use the water on your plants so none goes to waste

 Water your pots and hanging baskets either early in the morning or 
late in the evening to reduce evaporation in the midday sun

 Brown lawns bounce back once it rains. Sprinklers can use up to 1,000 
litres of water an hour – that’s as much as a family of 6 uses in a day

  Whilst we are all at home creating more dirty dishes only put the 
dishwasher on when it’s full – it will save water and reduce your energy 
costs too.

 If you can, please let the car get dirty   

You can also help us by reporting leaks where you find them. You can do this via our 
website or on our Android and iPhone App. We usually try to fix the biggest leaks 
first to keep supplies going, but you can help us by telling us of any that are out there 
that we’ve not yet got to.
If we can all be a bit more water aware we can make sure there is enough water for 
all our communities, while fighting the virus.
For more information as well as some great water saving freebies, go to our website, 
unitedutilities.com/savewater. You will also find some great resources to help 
children find out all about the water cycle as well as fun things to do and colour whilst 
they are at home. There is also lots of support available for customers who may be 
struggling financially as well as a free Priority Service scheme to provide additional 
support for customers due to age, disability or illness. Please have a look and do get 
in touch if you think you or a loved one could benefit from the support that is 
available.
It’s important that we do everything we can to look after our health. Please stay well 
hydrated - especially during the warm weather. And please don’t forget to follow 
Government advice on hand-washing to help stop the spread of Coronavirus.

Just for fun!        

http://unitedutilities.com/savewater
http://unitedutilities.com/savewater
http://unitedutilities.com/savewater


From Parish Pump

Fancy baking?

Coventry God Cakes

These delicious little triangular puff pastry cakes originated in the 19th century in 
Warwickshire when they were sold for godparents to give as blessings to their 
godchildren. Filled with either jam or mincemeat they were given at either Christmas 
or Easter. The shape of the triangle is said to signify the Holy Trinity. Perfect for 
Trinity Sunday!

It is doubtful however, that such a tradition is honoured today but is certainly still 
possible to buy them from goof baker’s shops, albeit they may simply be called ‘jam 
puffs’.

 450g puff pastry
Filling
 Jam, red preferred or mincemeat
Topping
 Egg white
 Caster sugar

Preheat  the  oven  to  200  degrees  Celsius,  400 
degrees Fahrenheit, 190 degrees Celsius fan, Gas 
6.

Roll out the pastry and cut into thin squares approx. 
10cm/4 inches by 10cm/4 inches. Put a generous 
teaspoon of jam into the centre of each square and 
brush  the  pastry  edges  with  a  little  water.  Fold 

corner to corner to form a triangle, pressing the edges together to seal. Make 2 small 
slits in the top of each cake and lift them carefully onto a greased baking sheet.



Bake for 25-30 minutes in the centre of the oven until well puffed and golden brown, 
then remove the baking sheet from the oven and quickly brush the tops of the cakes 
with  a  little  beaten  egg  white  and  sprinkle  with  sugar  Return  them to  the  oven 
immediately for a further 5 minutes until the topping is set.

Lift carefully from the baking sheet and leave to cool on a wire rack. Do be careful 
not to eat these before they are cool, as the hot jam would scald your mouth.

Tell us about your bakes & share your favourite recipes 

Here is a picture of the Plum, Lemon & Vanilla cake featured 
in the mini messenger for 24 May – a half term bake by James 
Walker!

Please send us your photos of your finished 
bakes!

email: macclesfieldcircuit@gmail.com

SERVICE LINKS & CONTACTS

Sunday 7 June – Trinity Sunday

AM – Traditional morning worship led by Graham
WATCH ONLINE …..http://tiny.cc/trinity20
LISTEN…..DIAL IN -  01625 786346  (Available from 10am Sun)
FACEBOOK…. : https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/ 
YOUTUBE….: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1PS5ox80YSZj71WMDHVmQ

PM – Live Evening Prayer Service at 6.30pm
JOIN ONLINE…. Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677436411 
Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411
Dial by your location   
+44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom  +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom  +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom
Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411
LISTEN…..DIAL IN - 0203 051 2874   or  0203 481 5237 & and when asked, input 
the Meeting ID: 886 7743 6411

Services coming up..…
14 June AM – led by Helen – Refugee Week  
21 June AM – led by Ros
28 June AM – led by Graham - Conference Sunday

http://tiny.cc/trinity20
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https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/
https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1PS5ox80YSZj71WMDHVmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1PS5ox80YSZj71WMDHVmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1PS5ox80YSZj71WMDHVmQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677436411
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677436411
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Circuit Facebook page
For the latest information on what is happening within the circuit, follow….
 https://www.facebook.com/MacclefieldCircuit/

Other important links
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://ww.methodistchurch.org.uk/MWoL 

Contact Details
For Children & Families 
Angela Bourne     Tel: 07901 777506

      Email: methodistfamilies@gmail.com
Ministers
Rev Graham Edwards    Tel: 01625 426051

      Email: graham.edwards@methodist.org.uk

Rev Helen Byrne     Tel: 01625 572259
      Email: helenmethodist@gmail.com

Rev Ros Watson     Tel: 01625 872060
      Email: ros.watson@methodist.org.uk

A FREE phone service to hear prayers and news from the Methodist Church 
has been launched.

FREE phone lines for prayers and news from the Methodist Church 

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 

Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 
Content is updated weekly on Thursday afternoon 

Are you in need of some daily hope 
during this lockdown? The Church of 
England have a new FREE telephone 
line for you to ring to hear comforting 
hymns, daily prayers and reflections. 
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